NEOREGELIA EMERALD CITY 'GREAT OZ' by James Elmore in Journ. Brom Soc 33(4): 166-7. 1983
Up to now, I have matured and registered the results of 171 neoregelia crosses, amounting to several thousand seedlings. Neoregelia 'Great Oz' is undoubtedly the finest neoregelia of the entire lot. It ranks as a significant milestone in the hybridization of the genus; it is the classic combination every hybridizer hopes to achieve: the best characteristics of each parent, combined in a new plant which surpasses and transcends both. In this hybrid the brilliant diamond patterning of the German N. chlorosticta hybrid has been enlarged and intensified many times into a very large, very broad-leafed plant with the size characteristics of the N. cruenta  'Rubra' seed parent. The widest leaf is over 3 in., and the overall leafspan is over l8

in.; the leaves shine with a heavy, waxy texture. The brilliance, contrast, and color saturation of the plant make it stand out in the middle of a group of neoregelias when viewed from across the greenhouse.

There are over 25 seedlings from this particular cross, all of them good, pleasing plants, but no other seedling held the combination of characteristics of the cv 'Great Oz'. This, then, is a primary example of "The Emergence Of The Single-Solitary Super Clone", of which I will write in detail at a later date. All other clones of N. Emerald City shall be destroyed, not because they were not good plants, but because this one clone is so superior, and we do not wish it to be confused with any clone which is less so. In terms of overall size, conformation, and markings it is unique. Even its seed pods are a matching red, with white spots.

I am in the process of applying for a patent for this exceptional plant, not for the purpose of restraining private collectors from selling or trading offshoots, (collectors usually ignore plant patents anyway - for example, in the case of Cryptanthus 'Elaine'), but to prevent its  commercial propagation or meristeming by wholesale growers. I plan to keep this plant for hybridizing for several years, and may release it for general sale at the 1986 World Conference in New Orleans. I have released one plant, however, prior to 1986 and did so on the condition that it would not be meristemed, used for hybridizing, or that neither the plant or any parts thereof (offshoots or pollen) would leave the owners' possession, other than

bromeliad shows, until its release in 1986.

